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Agenda
➢ Building a community inside the BnF

➢ Going national with a « format watch unit »

➢Sharing a registry of preservation tools



Digital Format Working Group in the BnF
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• Multilateral group to formalize the preservation policies

• Census of all the file formats we manage or must to

• Goal to publicly publish our preservation policies 

• National effort to increase the sharing of this knowledge



National watch unit on File formats

⮚ Launch in 2019 of a national watch unit for file 
formats

• Under the Aristote association and the working group PIN
(Pérennisation de l’information numérique – Digital
Information Preservation)

• About 10 partners (mainly, public national institutions)

• Open participation, need to be part of the Aristote
association
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⮚Objectives

• Group watch activities

• Educate professionals on the subject 

• Contribute and get involved in tools

• Be the French-speaking interlocutor at the 
international level 

National watch unit on File formats



Tools registry
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COPTR

The DCC curation lifecycle model

Wikidata

Leverage on previous work

Benefits from

Wikipedias

Multilingual access

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F8%2F80%2FWikipedia-logo-v2.svg%2F220px-Wikipedia-logo-v2.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ffr.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLogotype_de_Wikip%25C3%25A9dia&tbnid=szDJvYuQLkTeWM&vet=12ahUKEwilnae-kdbpAhUN_xoKHfDUAb8QMygAegUIARDnAQ..i&docid=mz9W1uZavLyWDM&w=220&h=201&q=wikipedia%20logo&client=firefox-b-d&ved=2ahUKEwilnae-kdbpAhUN_xoKHfDUAb8QMygAegUIARDnAQ


Step 1: create the categories of the registry
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DCC Curation Lifecycle

Wikidata

Each stage of the lifecycle becomes a WD entity

https://w.wiki/N5r

P31 (instance of - nature de) : Q714737 (category - catégorie)

P361 (part of - partie de) : COPTR

P1545 (series ordinal - rang dans la série) = 1

https://w.wiki/N5r


Step 2: links processes to the categories
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Wikidata

Link the processes to the categories

P1269 (facet of - facette de) : ?stage

https://w.wiki/S4f

Activities:

• Find the appropriate already existing entity

• Create a new one

Very often an entity for the result exists but not for the process itself

for example : “disk image file” (Q592312) instead of “disk imaging”

https://w.wiki/S4f
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q592312


Step 3: access to the tools
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Wikidata

P31 (instance of - nature de)/P279(subclass - sous-classe)* Q7397 (software)

P366 (use - usage) : ?process

https://w.wiki/S4q

Tools are classified

New tools are identified and discovered

https://w.wiki/S4q


Conclusions

• Work in progress:
– Improve the classification

– Find the appropriate processes or create new ones

– Describe the tools in COPTR, not in Wikidata

– Find a way to share with WikiDP
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