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The Personal Digital Archiving 
Website 
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https://meindigitalesarchiv.de/
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Personal Digital Archiving Working Group

■ Formed in 2016

■ Library and archive staff alongside other information 
experts from Germany and Austria

■ meinDigitalesArchiv.de online since 01/2020

The website is financially supported by nestor. 
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The challenge of simplification
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Complex
professional knowledge 

regarding PDA
Not knowing where 
to start

BASIC STEPS

Too many 
(technical) facts



Basic steps
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■ Active selecting of files

■ File naming conventions and folder 
structure

■ Concepts of storage with the 
respective advantages and 
disadvantages

■ Regular survey of personal digital 
files

EXAMPLES



More than a collection of facts

StoriesPersonas Info and Tools
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Different users, different searches
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StoriesPersonas Info and 
Tools

Newcomer Pragmatist Fact-checker
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https://meindigitalesarchiv.de/infos-und-tools/


Personas and their stories
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Helena’s story
Helena (38 years old) is a manager 
and coach. She hosts a podcast 
about self-coaching. So the first 
story we assigned to Helena is the 
preservation of audio files.
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https://meindigitalesarchiv.de/geschichten/helena-sichert-ihre-audiodateien-fuer-den-podcast/
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https://meindigitalesarchiv.de/geschichten/helena-sichert-ihre-audiodateien-fuer-den-podcast/


Results

■ 11,000 visitors in four 
months

■ Positive feedback

■ Public attention 
(magazine articles, 
interviews)

So far and what’s next?

Outlook

■ More stories (e.g. e-mail)

■ Cooperation with public 
libraries and adult 
education centres

■ PDA-challenges on 
Social Media
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The challenge of 
simplification is key

to establishing a new quality of relationship between curators and information 
seekers that can promote and facilitate the mutual exchange of knowledge.
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Any questions ?
You can find me at

■ linamaria.zangerl@sbg.ac.at

Thank you!
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And a big thank you to my wonderful colleagues in the 
working group!

http://www.slidescarnival.com/

